
Reasons why ACV listing is beneficial to you as a licensee: 

 

1/ An ACV accreditation is a quality mark which confirms that your pub is valued by local people 

and is an important part of community life. This can be used to promote the pub to customers and 

could increase trade.  

 

2/ If you are looking to sell your pub you might be able to save on agents fees by selling direct to 

the community. ACVs provide access to a group of people who may wish to purchase the pub. 

 

3/ ACV status can prevent your pubco selling the pub to a property developer without you being 

informed. You would also have the opportunity to bid for the pub yourselves.  

 

4/ Pubs sold as going concerns are not subject to the moratorium. So there is no delay in cases 

where the purchaser fully intends to keep the pub open. 

 

5/ The initial moratorium is just six weeks which is much shorter than the time it usually takes to 

find a buyer and for solicitors to complete a sale. The moratorium is only extended to six months if 

a community group expresses an interest in buying the pub. A sale to the community can take 

place within the six months. 

 

6/ ACV status can start a conversation with the community group who have the opportunity to 

work together to increase business. 

 

7/ ACV status may help when applying to alter licensing hours or applying for planning 

permission to extend a pub to increase viability. This is because the ACV status provides evidence 

that the pub is valued and supported by the community. 

 

8/ CAMRA are campaigning for ACV pubs to be given enhanced support by Councils and 

Government. One of the ideas we are pursuing is the extension of business rate relief for pubs 

listed as ACVs which would save licensees money 

 

9/ ACV status can be used to secure valuable positive publicity in local media 

 

10/ Having got the pub listed, people in the community are more likely to feel loyal to the pub and 

use it more regularly. 

  



 

 
  

 

Pubs Matter 

 

Despite recent changes to legislation which protect pubs listed as Assets of Community Value (ACV) 

by the local community under planning law, there is still more work to be done. 29 pubs are still closing 

each week, two of which are converted to supermarkets alone. 

 

Pubs currently fall within the A4 planning use class which means that without ACV status, they can be 

converted to any of the use classes, or even demolished, without planning permission or any 

community consultation. 

 

These other uses include: 

 A1: Shops which include retail warehouses, hairdressers, undertakers, travel and ticket agencies, 

Post Offices, pet shops, sandwich bars, showrooms, domestic hire shops, dry cleaners, funeral 

directors and internet cafes. 

 A2: Financial and Professional Services such as banks and building societies, professional 

services, estate agencies, employment agencies and betting offices 

 A3: Restaurants and Cafes for the sale of food and drink for consumption on the premises 

(restaurants, snack bars and cafes). 

 B1: Business (temporarily for up to two years) which includes offices, R&D of products and 

processes and light industry appropriate in a residential area. 

 Demolition: A developer can also demolish a pub without planning permission. 

 


